
Dear Friend,
As we close in on the end of the year, I want to introduce you to a very 
special caregiver, Deb Reardon.

Deb started out like many other direct care workers in the profession:  
Caregiving was a job she felt she could support herself with.

But like most members of our direct care workforce—the certified nursing 
assistants, home care aides, direct support professionals, hospice aides, 
and others who provide most of the hands-on care for Iowans of all ages 
and abilities—at some point that motivation changed, and “caregiving 
became my passion,” she says.

Forty-three years later, Deb, who is a home health aide with the Clayton 
County Public Health Visiting Nurse Association, is one of Iowa’s most  
experienced caregivers. In recognition of her devotion to the care of  
literally thousands of Iowans over four decades, Deb was honored in  
October with the prestigious Margaret Swanson Legacy in Giving  
Award from Iowa CareGivers. 

Deb Reardon’s longevity in the field—and the loving care and compassion she brings to her work—counters the  
narrative by some that direct care is not a profession that people would choose as a career. 

 
For over 30 years, Iowa CareGivers has worked tirelessly to improve the quality of health and long-term care for  
those who need it by taking a comprehensive approach to addressing the needs of Iowa’s direct care workforce— 
providing high quality educational programs that increase the knowledge and skills of paid caregivers and  
advocacy that impacts policies, ensuring the safety and well-being of you and your loved ones, and encouraging 
Iowans to become paid caregivers and make caregiving a career. 

These programs and resources, tailored to this high-demand workforce, and our advocacy efforts help keep people 
like Deb in the field of direct care. In fact, over 80 percent of those who attended Iowa CareGivers’ direct care  
conference in October 2022 said that because of their participation they are more likely to remain in the field of  
direct care and with their current employer. 

Yet while we’ve made progress, the number of direct care workers—whether experienced caregivers like  
Deb or newcomers to the field—falls far short of the need … a need that is only growing.

A network of excellence in caregiving and support for all Iowans.

So many of us are haunted by one question, whether  
for ourselves or on behalf of someone we love: 

When I need it, will the care  
I receive be the care that I  
want and deserve?

Deb Reardon
Caregiver

That’s why lifting up and supporting direct care workers like Deb for the vital work  
they do is core to what we do at Iowa CareGivers. 



A network of excellence in caregiving and support for all Iowans.

939 Office Park Road #332  • West Des Moines, Iowa 50265
PHONE: 515.223.2805    FAX: 515.226.3214

P.S. You may make your gift in memory of a loved  
one or to honor a direct care worker using the  
enclosed donation card, or online at   
https://www.iowacaregivers.org/donate/index.php

P.P.S. If you prefer, you may make your gift through  
the Community Foundation of Greater Des Moines  
by going to https://bit.ly/3Y6Zh2l 

It has been a pleasure to volunteer for Iowa  
CareGivers off and on from the beginning of the  
organization. It is hard to believe 30 years have 
passed since Di Findley dedicated herself to the  

belief  that more must be done to lift direct  
caregiving as a skilled and respected career. Over the 
years, Iowa CareGivers has shown its ability to affect 
legislation, support and enhance direct care givers, 

and generally support and improve the care and 
support given to aging and disabled Iowans.  

It has been our pleasure to support the organization:  
no funding no program. We say thanks in advance 
to all who choose Iowa CareGivers as their favorite 

Iowa organization: the day is coming when the  
services of a caregiver will affect you or your family.   

So many of us are haunted by one question,  
whether for ourselves or on behalf of someone we 
love: When I need it, will the care I receive be the 
care that I want and deserve? 

Your year-end gift will ensure we are able to 
continue to work for the direct care workers of  
today and tomorrow so they can do the work  
they love for those we love. With greater  
organizational capacity, greater impact can  
be achieved that will benefit more caregivers  
and the people they serve.

In gratitude for your support, 

Di Findley, Executive Director

Chuck and Kathy  
Safris

https://www.iowacaregivers.org/donate/index.php
https://bit.ly/3Y6Zh2l

