
Advance Event Information: 
An Evening with The Indianapolis Quartet 

in Honor of Holocaust Survivor David Wolnerman 
 
Date:  September 8, 2022 

Time:  7:30 p.m. 

Location:  Hoyt Sherman Place 

Tickets: $25-$40. Available for sale in summer 2022 at  
https://hoytsherman.org/calendar/events. 

Program:  Recognition of David Wolnerman and his  
experience surviving the Holocaust, with a musical  
program presented by The Indianapolis Quartet;  
reception following. 

David Wolnerman, Iowa’s last known Holocaust survivor,  
will be honored at 7:30 p.m. on September 8, 2022 at a concert presented at Hoyt Sherman 
Place in Des Moines. The acclaimed Indianapolis Quartet, founded by Iowa City native and 
violist Michael Strauss, will be featured in a one-hour program as the centerpiece of the 
evening. Leading the celebration of music and storytelling will be Distinguished Toastmaster 
Kory May, of Iowa City. The lead corporate sponsor for the evening is Iowa Retina Consultants. 

 
About David Wolnerman 
David Wolnerman was born in Poland at 1927. At age 13, he was incarcerated and forced into 
labor at Auschwitz and subsequently held in Dachau and Theresienstadt. His mother and two of 
his three older siblings perished in concentration camps. Five years after his liberation, he and 
his wife, Jennie, also a survivor, emigrated to the United States where a German-speaking 
owner of a Cleveland printing plant gave them their first jobs. They soon left Ohio for Indiana, 
where Wolnerman’s older sister, and his only immediate family member to survive the 
Holocaust, lived and worked with her husband, a grocer. Wolnerman spent 42 years working in 
the grocery business. He and his wife joined their sons, graduates of Drake University, in central 
Iowa in the early 1980s. His oral history has been captured by the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum.  
 
About the program 
The musical program incorporates works with Jewish roots or connections to the camps. The 
quartet will play Mendelssohn's String Quartet No. 6, Erwin Schulhoff's Five Pieces for String 
Quartet, and Viktor Ullman's String Quartet No. 3.  
 
Felix Mendelssohn, grandson of the philosopher Moses Mendelssohn, was born into a 
prominent Jewish family and baptized as a Lutheran at age 7—an attempt at assimilation at a 
time when Jews were still largely marginalized in German society.  
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Schulhoff, a student of Antonín Dvorak, was one of the most popular Czech composers of his 
time, but his premature death due to tuberculosis in the Wülzburg concentration camp in 1942 
signaled the almost total erasure of his work from music history.  
 
Ullman grew up and was educated in Vienna. In 1942 he was deported to Terezin where he was 
charged with serving as a concert organizer. Unlike other camps, Terezin’s detainees included 
intellectuals of all types, some of whom had achieved international renown, and many of them 
contributed to the camp's cultural life. In a propaganda effort designed to fool the Western 
allies, the Nazis publicized the camp for its rich cultural life. Ullmann was deported to Auschwitz 
on October 16, 1944, in one of the last transports, where he died in the gas chamber. 
 
About The Indianapolis Quartet  
The Indianapolis Quartet, founded in 2016, currently serves as quartet-in-residence at the 
University of Indianapolis. Praised for “its energetic, often kinetic, enthusiasm, and each 
player’s individual virtuosity and flexibility” (New York Concert Review), the members’ palpable 
rapport and interpretive skills bring about performances of a unique emotional style that have 
earned the group critical acclaim and audience adoration. 
 
The Indianapolis Quartet (TIQ) garnered accolades for its Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall 
debut in March 2020, premiering Robert Paterson’s String Quartet No. 3 “in a tour de force of 
tight ensemble and interplay” (New York Classical Review), along with works by Debussy, 
Schumann, and Frank Felice. 
 
The ensemble has performed at Lutkin Hall at Northwestern University in Chicago, Indiana 
Landmarks Center, Tippecanoe Chamber Music Society in Lafayette, Indiana, Illinois Wesleyan 
University, St. Francis@4 series in Cincinnati, and the Duckwall Artist Series at Butler University, 
among other engagements. The have also served as ensemble-in-residence at the Taconic 
Music Festival in Manchester, Vermont, Sonoran Chamber Music Festival at Arizona State 
University, and at Indiana State University’s 53rd annual Contemporary Music Festival. 
 
TIQ has given numerous live performances on Vermont Public Radio, WBAA Classical 101.3 FM 
in West Lafayette, Indiana, and on WISH-TV in Indianapolis. 
 
Guest artist collaborations on their home series at the Christel DeHaan Fine Arts Center in 
Indianapolis and on tour have included lauded performances with renowned concert artists 
Mark Kosower, Todd Palmer, Atar Arad, Eric Kim, Drew Petersen, Soyeon Kate Lee, Carrie 
Dennis, Nick Canellakis, and Orli Shaham. “The quartet and Shaham fashioned a reading of 
great tenderness and variety, serious as all get-out when it needed to be, exuberantly driven 
when appropriate, and fully responsive to that summit of Brahmsiness, the Allegro non 
troppo.” (Jay Harvey Upstage) 
 
In addition to their extensive repertoire of classical, romantic, and 20th-century works, the 
Indianapolis Quartet has commissioned and performed new works by Robert Paterson, Frank 



Felice, Matthew Bridgham, and John Berners. The ensemble can be heard on composer Frank 
Felice’s monograph recording Reflections and Whimsies: Chamber Music for Strings and Voice. 
 
TIQ's recording of Robert Paterson’s complete string quartets will be released in 2022 on the 
AMR label. 
 
Learn more at www.indianapolisquartet.com. 
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